Climatic Summary 


for Feb 


By Benjamin Moulton 
ISU Climatic Station 

The mildness of February was 
almost beyond belief for many. The 
average was 10 degrees F higher than 
a year ago and 4 degrees F above 
average. The first twelve days were 
normal but the rest of the month was 
exceedingly warm. Six days had highs 
above 60 degrees on February 27. In 
addition seventeen days averaged 
above freezing and on the 17th the day 
averaged 53.5 degrees. When the tem- 
peratures begin to average in the 
middle forties plant or tree growth 
may start as a product of this 
threshold temperature. This early in 
the year it can raise havoc with 
vegetation should a cold snap develop 
later. The coldest was on February 11 
when a -3 degrees F reading oc- 
curred. 

Along with the invasion of cold 
came some snow on the 10th. It was 
of little consequence in the im- 
mediate vicinity but in northern In- 
diana it would amount to 12 inches at 
some stations. Two winters ago snow 
was on the ground all month long in 
this area and up to 25" in depth. 

We are not without the possibilities 
of more snow and a heavy snowfall 
would not be unusual. It would 
normally last however just a short 
time and would be the large flake and 
soft snow type. 

Precipitation in February came 
back to a normal after the preceding 
four months were deficient. We are 

| now about 7 inches deficient for the 
|past winter-fall season. During 
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February precipitation amounted to 
2.32 inches, most of which was rain. 
The amount on the first was .66 inches 
and the amount on the i0th was 1.24 
inches. The total for the month was 
just .11 inches above the normal for 
February of 2.11 inches. 

Heating degree days amounted to 
835.5 compared to 1158 last year. This 
should have pleased the home energy 
users. Ane for the first time this year 
there were 71 growing degree days (3 
last February). 

Two atmospheric features were 
outstanding in February. Seven days 
were characterized by excessive 
winds of over 30 mph and correspond- 
ing uncomfortable wind chill days. 

The other feature was four days of 
excessively dense night and early 
morning fog to the extent that travel 
advisory warnings were issued. No 
great amount of damage was re- 
ported from either wind or fog in the 
area but elsewhere the first 
tornadoes of the season were re- 
corded. 

In perspective since the February 
of 1979 and 1980 were so difficult with 
ice, snow, and cold we probably de- 
serve a decent February. February 
1976 was a month of ice coatings, with 
power lines down in many places. 
February 1977 was a dry month, 
February 1978 was the coldest on 
record. Thus we can look back and 
say in February ‘‘that wasn’t so 
bad". 
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By Dr. Benjamin Moulton 

In day to day casual comments on the weather it 
is not uncommon to relate it to the past, especially 
the past few years. Most remarked as March 
progressed that it was so much warmer than last 
year. Our records prove this was so but not to the 
extent people believe. March was mild but only 
moderately above normal. The greatest departure 
from normal came in the last ten days and 
especially when the lowest temperature on the 28th 
was 64 degrees F. (17.8 degrees C.). The first two- 
thirds of the month was cool. 

The high for March was 83 degrees F. on the 3ist, 
and the low of 24 degrees F. on both the 18th and 
19th. Seventeen days had temperature lows of 32 
degrees F. or lower. This made for a whole series 
of very cool nights and with only 5 days above 65 
degrees the outdoor weather was indeed not sum- 
mery but a weakening blast of last winter. 

There were 668 heating degree days compared to 
854 the year before and 151 growing days, compared 
to 42.5 in March, 1980. For plant growth March was 
friendly. The coldest March on record was in 1960, 
when the month averaged 29.3 degrees F. and the 
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warmest was in 1946 with an average of 55.2 
degrees F. ; 

Spring breezes. that involve sneezes were way 
beyond reason. Gusts of wind up to 60 mph blew on 
the 31st and damage occurred here and there. Aiso 
winds were vigorous during the early morning of 
the 16th and in the afternoons of the 29th. The 
tornado season began elsewhere. 

March precipitation was below normal in spite of 
a couple of days of heavy rain. Precipitation 
amounted to 1.12 inches compared to the long time 
average of 3.20 inches or the 3.36 inches of a year 
ago. This amount again contributed to a precipita- 
tion deficit of from 6 inches to 8 inches over the 
winter and late fall months. Precipitation was 
heaviest on March 4th with .55 inches and followed 
by .32 inches on the fifth. Thus Terre Haute had 
most of the precipitation in March on those two 
days. The month started dry and ended dry. 
Precipitation is needed badly this year for planting 
and for spring crops. 

Away back in 1898 they had 11.3 inches in March 
and they only had .07 inches in 1910. 
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City Ripped By High Winds, 


Tornadoes Seen In Area 
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High winds Tipped fhrough he’ city 
again last night keeping city 
firefighters busy with felled trees and 
electric lines. The National Weather 
Service issued a tornado watch for 
Vigo County at 7:30 p.m., but that was 
changed to a warning after tornados 
were spotted just outside of Paris 
Illinois at 9:30 p.m. 

The fire department reported traf- 
fic lights out at the Wabash and Ohio 
intersection as a result of the storm. 
Lines were also blown down on Helen 
Avenue. 

Trees were also split and knocked 
down by the tornado related winds. 
Trees blocked both 8th avenue and 
17th streets. 

Firefighters were cailed out to 
Reiman road when a resident there 
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reported two windows blown out. 
There were no injuries. 

The storm was the second one this 
month that threatened the city. The 
tornado watch remained in effect 
after the warning was cancelled until 
1 a.m. 
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Local weather conditions 
typical for September 


September was the usual September in the Terre — 


Haute area, according to a monthly climatic report 
from Indiana State University. 

The highest temperature was 90 degrees during 
the month and the lowest 42 degrees. The month 
averaged 66 degrees, compared to 67.3 degrees for 
the long-time average. 

Precipitation, often associated with frontal thun- 
derstorms, brought great fluctuations of tem- 
perature in short periods as well as strong winds 
and intense rain. the report states. On Sept. 17 the 
temperature varied from a high of 55 degrees to a 
low of 46 degrees, but on Sept. 30 the temperature 
ranged from 85 degrees to 51 degrees. These two 
examples serve as a characteristic of the condi- 
tions occurring in equinoxial months, transitions 
between seasons, the report states. 

The rapid frontal movement on the morning of 
Sept. 30 produced multi-level cloud formation 
mixing in turbulence to produce a sculptured sky 
look of grays. 

Precipitation in September started out profusely 
with 2.04 inches on the first and nearly 2 inches 


again on the 14th. These, along with 10 other days, | 
produced 7.06 inches for the month; over twice the | 


normal amount of 3.16 inches. 
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Storm causes extensi 
but no injuries in Vig 


By GERALD P. GRIMES 
Star Staff Writer 


A powerful line of thunderstorms 
ripped through much of west central 
Indiana Friday evening. High winds 
twisted off tree limbs and branches 
and downed some power lines near 
Terre Haute, but the heaviest storm 
damage occured in the western por- 
tions of Vigo County. 


» A. mobile, home. in. the Vermillion 
‘Acres Trailer Park near New Goshen 
on Indiana 150 was uprooted and 
barrel rolled into a neighboring 
trailer, causing extensive damage. 

Paul and Debbie Evans and their 
two small children weren’t home 
when the raging storm destroyed 
their mobile home by slamming it 
into another trailer belonging to 
Patrick and Jerri Teeters, leaving 
only a huge pile of twisted metal 
behind. 
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“We weren't home either. We just 
came home and found this,” Mrs. 
Teeters told a Star reporter at the 
scene just a few minutes after the 
thunderous storm had passed. 

Some residents felt sure Friday 
that the damage was attributable toa 
tornado, and some claimed to have 
seen a funnel cloud over the trailer 
park. However, law enforcement 
agencies say that there were no con- 
firmed.sightings of tornados or funnel 
clouds in the area. 

Remarkably, there was only minor 
damage to the other trailers in 
Vermillion Acres. However, in 
Shirkieville, a small town just west of 
the mobile home park, a concrete 
block building was nearly leveled. 
The garage-like building, located on 
S.R. 150, was apparently used in 
conjuction with a salvage business. 

No injuries related to the storm 
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activeity had been reported to local 
officials at press time Friday. 

Wind driven rain drops and hail 
pelted the ground in many areas at 
the height of the storm. The heavy 
rainfall swelled creeks, rivers and 
streams in the area, and caused some 
minor flooding of streets and fields, 
particularly in low-lying areas. 

Quick flashes of lighting caused 
some power outages in some areas of 
the county for a time Friday evening, 
and also played havoc with electronic 
security systems installed in many 
Terre Haute businesses and homes. 

Police officers were kept busy 
checking on the buildings where the 
alarms had been sounded, in addition 
to other duties. 

“We always have a lot of alarms 
going off when we have a storm like 
this,” a Terre Haute City Police 
spokesman said. i 
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-~ January was pretty 


By BENJAMIN MOULTON 


ISU Climatic Station 

Two outstanding features charac- 
terized January. A relatively colder 
first half and above average tem- 
perature for the second half resulted 
in a Slightly cooler January than 
normal. 

Of greater significiance was the 
lack of snow or rain, precipitation for 
the month far below average and, it 
was the driest month on record since 
1892. Our instruments recorded .19 of 
an inch and could be compared to the 
.35 inch of 1925. The recording instru- 
ment in our laboratory showed no 
precipitation recorded on the 3lst 
January so that the precipitation of 
February lst will come in a later 
report. 

January had a high temperature of 
57 degrees F and a low of 0 degrees F. 
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The coldest part of the month lasted 
thru the 16th with only four days of a 
temperature above freezing and the 
total period averaging below freez- 
ing. The last half of the month only 
two days averaged below freezing. 
The impact of the warm and cold 
phases of the month resulted in 1,168 
heat degree days compared with 1,100 
for January, 1980. Precipitation 
amounted to .19 inch, as noted, com- 
pared with an average 2.56 inches. 
More significant is the fact that it 
is the fifth month of defeciency and 
we now have an accumulated deficit 
of about 10 inches since September. 
That February started well is 
hopefully a good sign but unless there 
is a drastic change it will take several 
months of excessive precipitation to 
get back our ground water supply. 


The snowfall of 4.2’’ in January was 
spread over six days and only a few 
inches were on the ground at any one 
time. This is about one fourth of the 
normal 17.3” of snowfall for the 
winter — of which almost a fourth 
usually falls in January. The weather 
man has not particularly kind to the 
skiers this year. The maximum 
snowfall for January occurred in 1904 
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cool, very dry 


and resulted in 23.5". There have- 


been a significant number of 
January’s with no snow. 

Associated with the lack of snow or 
rain was the fact that nearly every 
day was clear. It was a sunny 
January with only 9 cloudy days. 

With this summary information it 
is nice to reflect that the highest 
temperature ever recorded in 
January was 71 degrees F in 1950 and 
the lowest -24 degrees F in 1977. 
Precipitation has varied from .19 in 
1981 to 10.66” in 1950. 

January provided ample example 
of the problem of wind chill when 


wind chill temperature reached -20 to 
-30 degrees F and was considered 
most uncomfortable. Outside activity 
for man ceases when wind chill re 
aches -50 degree F. With. all the 
problems of the energy crunch, we 
became more sensitive to this wind 
chill factor. Wind chill reduces our 
weather to a sub-arctic experience. 


It becomes even more significant 
when one realizes that in the longer 
daily sun period, even in January, 
there is considerable warmth in the 
direct sun — but a breeze can convert 
a spring-like day into a frigid ex- 
perience with the wind chill factor. 
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Frigid temperatures and an accumulation of 
three to six inches of snow — the most in the 
Wabash Valley this winter — have caused problems 
for area motorists. 

Roads throughout the area were slick and 
dangerous, and drivers who had to travel were 
encouraged to do so cautiously. Nevertheless, city 
police crews were kept busy with reports of 
accidents caused by the seasonal weather. 

In the city, mishaps related to slick streets were 


_reported at six locations Tuesday, according to 


police reports. Only one of those involved injury, 
reports said. 

No injuries as a result of accidents were reported 
by state and county traffic units. 

According to reports, Interstate 70 was slick in 
spots, becoming more dangerous to the east. U.S. 
41, likewise, was hazardous to the north, but was 
slightly improved travelling south. U.S. 40 east was 
dangerous, being slick in spots, reports said. 

Conditions were not expected to improve much 
today as a cold front moved through the area 
quickly this morning. At 6 a.m., the temperature 
was 18 degrees, but dropped 7 degrees within the 
next hour. Tonight’s forecast calls for near-zero 
temperatures with a high of 10 degrees under clear 
skies. 

Tuesday’s snow storm forced the closings of area 
schools today, including those in Clay County, 
Eastern of Greene County, South Vermillion Com- 
munity schools, Spencer Community schools, 
Southwest Parke County schools, Shakamak, 
Shoals, Rockville, Linton, L&M, Turkey Run, Switz 
City, and North and South Knox schools. 

In Vigo County, only the Terre Haute Head Start 
school was closed. The Vigo County School Corp. 
had classes as usual after 10 bus drivers approved 
county roads as safe in a test at 4 a.m. today. 

Workers in the Terre Haute Street Department 
have been working to clear intersections and hills 
since Tuesday morning, and crews were scheduled 
to continue throughout the day. 

A travelers’ warning was in effect for two-thirds 
of the state north of Vincennes, into Illinois and 
east beyond Ohio. 

Elsewhere in the state, northwestern Indiana 
was placed under a winter storm warning today by 
the National Weather Service, while snow piled up 
in other areas of Indiana. 

Fort Wayne had five inches of new snow Tuesday 
while Lafayette, Evansville and Indianapolis all 
had two inches. The new snow in Fort Wayne 
brought the on-ground total to nine inches. 

The new snow raised accumulations in Angola, 
too, in the extreme northeast section of the state. 
Angola had the highest reported accumulation on 
the ground with 11 inches, while LaPorte listed nine 
inches. 
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By qia ues Neath ne 
... Tribune Staff Writer ` 

Normal precipitation will recharge area subsoil 
enough so area farmers will not be hampered by the 
current drought conditions that made January the 
driest month since 1892, two local experts say. 

Dr. Benjamin Moulton, who monitors area weather 
patte e Indiana’ State University. Climatic 
Station, agrees- with area farm extension agent, Paul 
Begeman, that at least normal rainfall can provide 
enough subsoil moisture to help crops beyond spring 
and into the summer months. 

January marked the fifth consecutive month of 
deficit precipitation, bringing to 10 the number of 
inches Vigo County has been under monthly precipita- 
tion averages since September, Moulton said in his 
monthly weather trend report. 

“That February started well is hopefully a good sign, 
but unless there is a drastic change It will take several 
months of precipitation to get back our ground water 
supply,” Moulton said in his report. 

The Wabash River stage, currently at about a 2 feet 
and rising, averaged 2.2 feet in January, following 
January averages of 3.8 and 5.0 feet in 1979 and 1980, 
respectively, a spokesman for the Terre Haute Water 
Works said. 

Water hauling has beena boon to Lawrence Boyll, of 
Farmersburg, who said January was “definitely” his 
best month since getting into the business in 1958. 


He said he hauled nearly 70,000 gallons to an 


estimated 30 persons whose wells had gone dry in 
January, compared to hauling about 11,500 gallons to 
around 10 persons last January. 

But regardiess of how dry the conditions appear, 
Moulton said, even crops in the higher-elevated areas 
of the valley, where accumulated runoff is minimal 
compared to in the basin, will not be hard-hit by lack 
of ground water if normal spring precipitation occurs. 

Moulton and Begeman, in allying fears of impending 
crop damage, appear at odds witn a University of 
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— ON THE DROUGHT 


Illinois specialist in 1 crop forecasting who reportedly 
said that spring showers will be sufficient to get crops 
growing but will do little to help them during summer 
months. 

Paul Handler, a physics professor who claims a good 
track record on previous crop and weather forecasts, 
predicts that a dry summer and relatively low crop 
yields are in the offing for Midwest farmers. -~ 

Begeman said his only concern is that a lot of spring 
rain would delay planting. “But it’s all speculation 
now” because of the weather, ‘he said. 

The county’s winter wheat may have been hurt a 
little, but Begeman says he has not received much 
comment from farmers. ‘ 

Begeman dismissed reports of an unusual national 
weather trend producing the drought conditions nearly 
spanning the nation, saying, ‘Commodity prices are 
not reacting to all that publicity” because the planting 
season has not begun and what he suggested as an 
inaccuracy in short-term weather predictions casting 
doubt on long-term predictions. 

Moulton said the drought-like conditions have been 
brought on by weak atmospheric. pressure systems 
unable to bring warm air from the Gulf of Mexico, 
which would produce precipitation. 

But today’s snow lent credence to Moulton’s suspi- 
cion Monday that enough warm air may be present in 
the atmosphere to cause preciaestion. 
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S ow, ice, 
lead 


Time certainly hasn’t healed any 
weather wounds in the Terre Haute 
area. : 

Tuesday’s relentess rain was mis- 
‘erable, to say the ledst, but coupled 
with a four-inch overnight snow 
blanket, motorists this morning found 
additional frustrations. 

And, the forecast continues to look 

grim, unless perhaps youre a 
penguin or shovel salesman. 
` Plunging temperatures turned 
standing water on roads and streets 
into an icy glaze, making for 
treacherous driving conditions as 
more snow fell, pushed into drifts by 
high winds. 
. Area roads were termed “‘all bad” 
by law enforcement authorities, but 
none were reported closed. Indiana 
State. Police, the Vigo County, 
Sheriff's Department ‘and the Terre” 
-Haute Police Department all re- 
ceived calls of cars sliding off roads, 
but without serious damage. 

As of early this morning, city 
streets were covered with a mirror of 
ice, topped with some snow. Tem- 
peratures were too cold to allow 
street workers to salt and sand cut 
the ice, according to Wayne Stewart, 
assistant street superintendent. 

Wind continued to cause some drif- 
ting of snow on city streets 
throughout. the morning, but that 
situation was not keeping motorists 
from traveling the streets. Stewart 
said salt was being applied to in- 
tersections, 

The street crews worked during the 
day Tuesday and returned at 10 p.m. 
to clear main arteries of snow and 
slush in anticipation of the cold front. 

Some property damage due to traf- 
„fic accidents was reported, but none 
‘listed as major, according to police. 

Schools closed included those in 
Vigo County, Clay County, South 
Vermillion, Maplewood Christian and 
Hillsdale Christian schools, Terre 
Haute Baptist School, all schools in 
Sullivan and Owen counties, 
Southwest Parke, Rockville, Switz 
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City, L&M, Turkey Run, Cloverdale 
and a number of Illinois schools. 

In addition, this morning’s Vigo 
County Welfare Department board 
meeting was postponed until Friday 
morning, and the VCSC school board 
meetings at the Rod and Gun Club 
and (subsequently) the Administra- 
tion Building have been postponed 


indefinitely. 
Charles Clark, VCSC ad- 
ministrative assistant, said local 


media will be contacted between 5:30. 
and 6 p.m. today about whether Vigo 
County schools will be closed Thurs- 
day. 

Elsewhere around the state, warn- 
ings and travelers’ advisories were 
the rule for the second consecutive 
day. Emergencies were declared in 
parts of northern Indiana as the in- 
tense winter storm left piles of snow. 

A winter storm warning was 
declared for the northern two-thirds 
of the state when the storm, alternat- 
ing between snow and rain in central 
portions, moved in Tuesday. Travel 
advisories were hoisted in the south. 

Snow emergencies were declared 
in Elkhart County and in the cities of 
Gary and Fort Wayne. Roads were - 
closed throughout much of Noble 
County. 

Nearly every school in Elkhart 
County closed, and county workers 
were sent home. 

Mayor Winfield Moses proclaimed 
a snow emergency at Fort Wayne 
around noon. Two shopping centers in 
the ĉity closed and one radio station 
said it handled announcements of 
about 400 school closings from In- 
diana. Ohio and Michigan. 
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By KATHY DENNIS 
Tribune Staff Writer 

With the rain expected not to end 
until sometime Tuesday, city crews 
were out in full force this morning 
working on flooded intersections and 
roads. 

Meanwhile, farmers are having to 
delay their corn planting for at least 
a week, and the National Weather 
Service issued a flash flood watch 
today for the southern half of Indiana. 

“With so much rain, the sewers are 
running bank full,’ Clarence Harris 
of the Terre Haute Sewage Depart- 
ment said. “But there are no serious 
problems in the city.” 

Harris, who is in charge of service 
crews for the Sewage Department, 
said that all his crews were out this 
morning flushing out clogged sewer 
pipes and inlets. 

Help was also being received from 
the city street and inspection depart- 
ments, Harris said. 

‘Everybody's out (working) who 
can be,” Harris said this morning. 

The most serious problems were 
reported near the intersection of 
Seventh Street and Lafayette Avenue 
and near 19th and Locust streets, he 
said. 

The crews are either pumping the 
excess water into their trucks or are 
flushing out the sewer inlets with 
auger-like tools, he added. 

“We've got no serious problems. 
This is just the normal procedure 
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Harris, who is in charge of service crews for the Sewage 
Department, said that all his crews were out this morning 
flushing out clogged sewer pipes and inlets. 

Help was also being received from the city street and 
inspection departments, Harris said. 
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which occurs when there’s too much 
rain,’ Harris said. 

“There’s no deep water anywhere 
outside of Seventh and Locust and 
that’s just up to the curb — about 4 or 
5 inches.” 


The National Weather Service is 
predicting about 1 to 2 inches of 
precipitation today, with rain ending 
tomorrow, Joe Donner, supervising 
meteological technician for the 
weather service in Indianapolis, said. 

A flash flood watch has also been 
issued by the National Weather 
Service for the southern half of the 
state, Donner said. 

Persons in low-lying and flood- 
prone areas have been told to be on 
guard for rapidly rising waters. 

The Wabash River at Terre Haute 
was at 20.3 feet and rising, a 
spokesperson for the local Water 
Works Corp. said. 

This is a rise of about 2 feet since 
Friday, and it is expected to crest 
sometime Thursday at about 21 or 22 
feet, Donner said. 


Flood level for the Wabash locally 
is 14 feet, and Vigo County farmers 
are feeling the effects of the high 
river. 

Soil erosion and ponding in the 
middle of the fields are part of the 
problems, Ned Pennington, district 
conservationist for Vigo County, said. 

“Today’s rains are worse than last 
week’s,’’ he said, because the soil 
was already saturated and today’s 
rain has no place to go. 

“There’s lots of run-off and more 
erosion,” he said. “The soil simply 
cannot absorb the water.”’ 

In addition to the flooding in the 
lowlands from the Wabash, which is 
caused by excessive rain upstream, 
fields are getting flooded in the area 
and smaller tributaries are also 
flooding, Pennington said. 

He estimates that 15,000 acreas of 
farmland will be flooded this week 
because of the rain. 

But the flooding is not the real 
problem, he said. 

Because of all the rain, the farmers 
cannot get out in the fields to plant 
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their corn. May 10 is the ideal plant- 
ing date, he said, and any planted 
much after that will result in a lower 
yield because of the redug growing 
season. 

Pennington estimates it will be a 
minimum of a week before farmers 
will be able to get back into the fields 
to plant. 

Paul Begeman, agricultural ex- 
tension agent for the Cooperative 
Extension Service for Vigo County, 
agrees it will be a week before som 
farmers get to plant but it 
until at least June before thc 
lowlands can plant their cor 

Because of the rain delay, some 
local farmers may switch their fields 
to soybeans, Begeman said. 

But not everyone can change from 
corn to soybeans because of 
chemicals already on the fields, he 
added. 

“The whole problem is trying to 
judge if there would be damage or not 
(in making the switch),” he said. 

“All this water will help break up 
the chemicals, though.” 

For those farmers who already 
have their corn planted, which is only 
about 5 percent. Begeman said, the 
rain could kill the crop if the water 
stands in the fields too long. 

This would mainly affect those 
fields in the river bottoms, he said. 
“There’s some flooding not in the 
bottoms but if the water’s not on too 
long, it will be all right.” 
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No more white stuff, but it’s going to be cold 


By ROB SHAW 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Winter weather hit Terre Haute Wednesday night 
— and although the snow is expected to diminish to 
flurries this evening, the area’s troubles aren’t 
over yet as gusty northerly winds and falling 
temperatures are expected to compound problems. 

Four inches of snow fell at Hulman Regional 
Airport since Wednesday, and it appears that the 
area shouldn't receive too much more of the white 
stuff, according to a National Weather Service 
official in Indianapolis. 

“The way we're looking at it now, you (Terre 
Haute) might pick up another half-inch,” said 
Craig Edwards, deputy meteorologist with the 
NWS. Original forecasts were for up to seven 
inches of snow. 

But, even though it appears the snow will 
subside, additional worries in the form of winds 
and cold will hamper area residents, Edwards 
pointed out. 

Edwards said that the winds were forecast to 
pick up sometime before noon, causing con- 
siderable drifting, and temperatures should begin a 
gradual decline throughout the day, falling to about 


15 degrees by 7 p.m. 

“It’s the type of snow that there'll be some 
drifting,” the meteorologist said, stressing that the 
east-west roads would probably be most likely to 
drift. 

The snow that fell overnight forced the closing of 
many area schools, with the exception of schools in 
the Vigo County School Corp. 

City, county and state crews got an early start 
this morning in an attempt to help improve the 
situation for local drivers, but all main and 
secondary roads remained snow-covered, slick and 
hazardous, according to a release from the Indiana 
State Police. 

Indiana State Highway officials sent out their 
first crew just after 6 p.m. Wednesday, and, at The 
TRIBUNE’s press time, they had 21 trucks out 
spreading salt and sand. 

However, according to State Highway Superin- 
tendent Jerry Lindsay, the salt and sand weren't 
doing much good since the snow was still falling. 

“The conditions are bad and as long as it’s 
snowing we can’t improve them that much,” 
Lindsay said. 

Terre Haute Street Department Superintendent 


Tod Jorritsma said that his men have been working 
on the roads all night, and local streets are coming 
along ‘‘pretty good.” 

Despite the efforts of road crews, all local law 
enforcement authorities had their hands full in- 
vestigating a number of personal injury and pro- 
perty damage accidents caused by the icy roads. 

Between 6 p.m. Wednesday and 10 a.m. today, 
Vigo County Sheriff’s Department authorities were 
kept busy handling 25 minor property damage 
accidents, according to a department spokesman. 

Meanwhile, according to a state police official, 


-eight mishaps were handled by the local ISP post. 


Besides those eight, the official added, there were 
still a number of cars stranded in medians or 
ditches awaiting assistance. 

Mayor Pete Chalos was playing a wait-and-see 
game with the snow situation, according to Mike 
Russell, the mayor’s administrative assistant. 

In the event that the mayor would declare a snow 
emergency, Russell said, persons on the north- 
south routes would be askednot to park on the east 
side of the street and persons on the east-west 
routes would be asked not to park on the south side 
of the street. 
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